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1 you the other night at play; and which I shall be much
' obliged to you, if you will let me have some time either
' to-day, or to-morrow.

41 am, Sir,

c Your most obedient,

c Most humble servant,

* GEORGE TRENT.'

This letter a little surprised Booth, after the genteel,
and, indeed, as it appeared, generous behaviour of Trent.
But lest it should have the same effect upon the reader,
we will now proceed to account for this, as well as for
some other phenomena that have appeared in this history,
and which, perhaps, we shall be forgiven, for not having
opened more largely before.

Mr. Trent then was a gentleman, possibly of a good
family; for it was not certain whence he sprung on the
father's side. His mother, who was the only parent he
ever knew or heard of, was a single gentlewoman, and
for some time carried on the trade of a milliner in Covent-
garden. She sent her son, at the age of eight years old,
to a charity school, where he remained till he was of the
age of fourteen, without making any great proficiency in
learning. Indeed, it is not very probable he should; for
the master, who, in preference to a very learned and
proper man, was chosen by a party into this school, the
salary of which was upwards of a hundred pounds a year,
had himself never travelled through the Latin Grammar,
and was, in truth, a most consummate blockhead.

At the age of fifteen, Mr. Trent was put clerk to an
attorney, where he remained a very short time before he
took leave of his master; rather, indeed, departed with-
out taking leave; and having broke open his mother's